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CHICAGO, Juns 14 — Early In the
marping of May 11, 1978, two sweet-
hearts engaged to be martied wers
sabducted at gunpoint from a subur-
‘han gat staton near here and driven

The woman was re-ptatadl:.r raped
In an abandoned wwnhouss and then
£hot twice in the back of the head. In
hir purse, the police found 8 receips
for a man's wedding band. Her flan-
‘o was wleo it i the head, and lafe

‘o die face down aleng a creek,

I . The next day, after an arfemymons L

i, tha ce picked up four young
s pﬂlﬂn tfllnnh man arsd quickly
Jcharged them with the brutal

‘slayings. The men pleaded not guilty,
‘but a jury convicted them, s2nding
bwn to death row,

. A public outraged by the Killings
was relleved that justice had beéen
served. There was, however, ong
problem: [t now ssems that the men
wers micenL.

The men, thelr supporters say,
were sant to prison on 8 railosad of
lies and questionable police work.
Theair cell doors have not been un-
locked by scientflc advances, old-
fashioned lag work, witness recanta-
tions, a confession by a convict who
gaid he ond three others wers the
real kiilers and, most Importane, the
fesults of DNA testing not avallable
gt two earller trlats,

o Today, alter spending nearly half
of their Hves In prison for the double
murder, three of the men got their
figst taste of freedom. [n & crowdad
Chicago courtroom, the men, Hen-

peth Adams, Willlam Rainge and-

Dennis Willams, were allowed o
return o thelr famikles, under strict
electronic mun’ttn'rl:ug amnd hiime mg;
Jiffement, pending further review
1H'mu.-' case. The 1‘-|J||J.r'|:hE man, Yemeal
i Timerson, who, along with Mr. Wil-
‘Hdm= was on death row, was re-
tepsed on bond earlier this ].rEﬂr when
the Iliinols Supreme Court over-
tureed his conviction and ordered a
nesw trial because of witness perjury.
* #The DNA I3 why we are here
today, sald Jeffrey Urdangen, the
Japrper for Mr, Adams, “Withowt 5, i
swiaidd have teken ws muach longer.'
- According to B Justice Depart-
mintl repoft released oday, 28 men
condieted of rape have been freed
from prison natloawide In te past
few vears after DMA testing proved
thelr innocence. In addithon, a report
by the MAACP Logal Defense amd
‘Edwcational Fund says at least 48
people have been relepsed alter
serving time on death row stooe 1973
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Convicted in the 1978 killinga were, from keft, Dennds Willams, Willam Eamge, Yemeal Jimerson and
Eenneth Adame. Mr., Jimerson went free earlier this year while the other three were released yesterday.
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Professor David Protess of Morthwestern University, !EI't, tallted with Diennia Williams after a Chicago court
set Mr. Willkams and two others free in a 1978 murder case because of doubts about the evidence against them.

with significant evidence, including
DOMNA, of thelr infnsence.

Just last year, in a celebrated THI-
mols case, Eolandn Cruz waeloed
away fram death row when the Jutge
at his third trial directed the jury o

return a not-guilty werdict after =

police olficer sdmited lying previ-
ouasky.

But the current case S ane of the

biggest of its kind in lincds historcy,
“1 ean't concelve of what hap-
pened oy these men,'” sald Robart L.
Byman, the lreyer for Mr. Williams,
pow 39, “They bost 16 vears of their
Mves, perhaps the best 18 years.”™”
At the courthouse, prosécutors ac-
knowledged that thelr case was fun-
damentally changed by the new evi-
dence and the DMA tedftz, which

seem o prove that semen found on
the dead woman could not have come
from any of the convicted men.

“1 do i belleve that this 155ue s
resolved,” said Andrea Zopp, the
First Assistant Cook County State's
Attorney, But, Ms, Zopp added, “we
are obligated to do what we did to-
,d.a:‘r_lﬂ

The men are not legally exonerat-

ed and next appear in court on July 2,
Still, thelr relatives were overjoyed

today.

I never thought 1 would have a
chance to 3&e him free,” Joe Hurley,
Mr, Adams® stepfather, sald after
todday's hearing. " His mother and me
thonght we'd ba long dead before he
ever out.*

A few hours after Mr, Willlams
walked Into te courtroom, shacklas
raltling from his wrists and legs, he
stood in his brother's expansive
backyard on the cliy's far sowth side
and lsteped to the birds in the trees.
He had changed out of the green
prison uniform ke had Worn [0 CHurt
and was dressed In street clothes
bought by his lawyer.

A8 he talked with friends, Mr. Wil-
liams tried on o palr of sunglasses
bart quickly wok them off, He sald he
had not worn dark glasses for 18
years and felt “on little odd,™

“Death row does something to
your emotions,” he sakd, ““When [ left
death mw,irﬁ 1iRm: law -1
MOTtuary i af les
whaiting to be dreased."

A week agoe, when he learned his
release was Imminent, Mr. Willlams
gaid, he had troable fealing amything.

“It"s ke H vou see a ghosi'" he
sald then, from his cell. *You bellsye
it, but you don'c 1 had po doubt the
state would murder me for o crime 1
did not commit [ just didn®t think
anybody cared,"”

But a team of lawyers, a teacher,
imvestigators and stodents cared
wery much. In court today were three
YOURE Wormen, Sentor jeurnalism ma-
jors at Morthwaestern University in
Evanstan, [, who along with their
professcr, David Protess, and a prl-
vale nvestipator, Rane Brown, SpenL
the last slx maonths geing through
ot aines of flles and trac dawm
witesses In crack houses pris-
ans. Mr, Brown had been warking an
the case off and on since 1880, when
one of the indtlal trial Iveyers sought

mi hil;ll h of
tis A =ir: & oant
wood, which 41].1'-|!11|:L:.rmi been tli[;ﬁ

o sign the Northwestern students to
a movie deal. It was after the siu-
dents Interviewed a convicted pris-
oner in another case, Ira Johnson,
that he signed an affldavit this 8pring
confessing that he, his older brother,
Deénnls, and at least two other men
hiad killed the coupla.

It #s also a story stralght out of o
nightmare.

Besldes the deaths of Carol
Schmal, 23, and Lewrence Lionberg,
4, at least one other woman is dead
because the authoritkes Tailed (0 oon-

duct a thorough |

arrested, prosecuted

the wrong men, Mr. Pmte-s.'a sa.f:l.
Mr. Johmsop, who |5 black, 1s serv-

ing 74 years for the 1960 murderof a

wnmmmdrasﬂedinmuﬂfﬁm-

doped b amd 51

“She would be alive today, 1f| the
authoritbes had done their job in the
first place,” Mr, Protess sabd. " But
they didn't care, Any four black men
would do*

According to Mr Profess  and
court records filed by four men's
lawyers, the palice Enew about the
Johnsan brothers® possible role in the
Schinal and Lisnberg kilings five
deys after the couple’s bodies were
discoviered, A witness told Investigs-
tors that he heard the brothers plan a
robbwry and later saw them selling
distinctive vests that had been stalen
from the gas station, aceording w a
palice file. The polkce d8d not pursue
the lesd.

Sally Daly, a spokeswaman for the
Coolt County Sherifi"s Department,
which Inktielly Investigated the doa-
ble murder, sabd that the department
was “reviewing the case”' and that
Ythere seems o be no lm:lli:-aunn of
megligence or a cover-ap.”

“We spoke o hundreds of people at
the time,” Ms, Daly sald, adding that
the department could not confirm
whether investigators hed tabed
gither Johnson brother. Dennis John-
son, who his brother says shot Bs,
Schmal, died of a drug overdose in
Minneapalls In 1983,

Mr. Proteas sald he did not Enow
why Mr. Johmson confessed bo him
and his students, Laogra Sulllvan, Sta-
ey Delo and Stephanie Goldstein, all
of whorm are 22, Maybe, the SO0
gaid, his consclence was
him or maybe he figured he had
nathing o lose because he was al-
ready facing o long prison sentence.

Regardless of the reason, Mr. Pro-
tess said Mr. Johnsen had at least
once in his life done the rght thing
and should not be punished for it. Mr.
Froteas sabd he expecied the author]-
tles to prosecute Mre, Johnson for the
1978 murders and try to put him on
death row,

[ will do whatever is necessary to
prevent the execution of Ira Jobhn-
son," the professor sald.

Baut Mr. Protess was too happy o
do much gorrying twday. He threw
his arms around Mr, Willlama, and
they hugged in the blg hm:lq.'ardrwllh
the birds and the sun shining.

J'md-n.l Sarday, Mr. Protess will
have dnather reasonm to smibe His
three students are graduating from
the Medill Schood of Joumalism.,



