The Death Penalty in 2025




Executive Summary

New DPI research found that when capital juries were asked to decide between a life and
death sentence this year, more than half of juries (56%) recommended a life sentence over
a death sentence.

New death sentences declined this year (23), reflecting the growing reluctance of juries to
impose death sentences. Only 15 juries nationwide were able to unanimously agree to impose
a death sentence.

This year's Gallup poll found that support for the death penalty is at a 50-year low of 52%.
Gallup also found that 44% of Americans now oppose the death penalty — the highest level
of opposition recorded since May 1966.

A majority of people under age 55 now oppose the death penalty — 50% of 35- to 54-year-
olds and 52% of 18- to 34-year-olds.

Executions rose from 25 in 2024 to 47 in 2025. The change is due almost entirely to a dramatic
increase in executions in Florida, which alone accounted for 19 executions, or 40% of the
year’s total.

Ten military veterans were executed this year, seven of them in Florida. This was the highest
number of veterans executed in 20 years.

Methods of execution continued to raise concerns. Louisiana joined Alabama in executing
prisoners using nitrogen gas, a method corrections officials characterized as “flawless,” even
as media witnesses reported prisoners twitching, clenching their hands, and jerking against
restraints. Alabama’s execution of Anthony Boyd using nitrogen gas lasted nearly 40 minutes,
with Mr. Boyd showing many signs of distress.

South Carolina performed the first firing squad execution nationally in 15 years; an autopsy
after Mikal Mahdi’s firing squad execution indicated it was “botched” when the shooters
apparently missed their target.

The U.S. Supreme Court denied every request to stay an execution in 2025.

New legislative efforts tripled this year over last year, but only 17 bills were enacted. Florida
enacted five new laws intended to expand use of the death penalty and challenge existing
Supreme Court precedent. Seven other states passed laws increasing secrecy, modifying
execution protocols and procedures, expanding death penalty eligibility, and curtailing post-
conviction appeals.



Introduction
Thisyear's report details the divergent and contradictory trends that characterized the death penalty in 2025.

Public opinion polls recorded historically low support for the death penalty, and the highest opposition
in 50 years.!! New research about death sentencing is consistent with these findings. DPI found that
when capital juries were asked to choose between life and death, the majority, 56%, rejected the
death penalty. Stunningly, only 15 juries nationwide were able to unanimously agree to impose death
sentences out of more than 50 capital trials that reached sentencing.’? These sentencing data are the
most meaningful, contemporaneous measure of how Americans currently feel about the death penalty.
They are especially striking because capital juries are composed only of people willing to impose capital
punishment, excluding anyone categorically opposed to its use.

But the number of executions nationwide this year numbered 47, the highest total in more than 15 years.
More states executed people than last year, though 72% of executions were concentrated in just 4
states. The 47 men who were executed this year were sentenced a generation or more ago, at a time
when different laws, policies, and attitudes resulted in many more people being sentenced to death
and executed each year. Among the people executed this year were some who would not — indeed,
could not — have been sentenced to death today because of changes in the law.

Together, these contradictory trends indicate the growing disconnect between what elected officials
do and what the public wants. The evidence shows that the death penalty in 2025 is increasingly
unpopular with the American people even as elected officials schedule executions in search of
diminishing political benefits.

Other data tracked by DPI show a continuation of decades-long declines. This year, there were fewer
new death sentences, fewer people on death row, and fewer states imposing new death sentences.
Violent crime has been decreasing for several years and has continued to drop in 2025. Nearly half
(44%) of all death penalty states recorded no capital trials this year, and many elected prosecutors in
death penalty states publicly announced they would never seek a death sentence.

And yet lawmakers proposed a tidal wave of bills this year, triple last year's number, largely aimed at
adopting new methods of execution, expanding death penalty eligibility, and curtailing post-conviction
appeals. President Trump’s support for the death penalty was on display from the first day of his
administration, the subject of Presidential Executive Orders and the decisions of his Attorney General,
who has authorized two dozen new federal death penalty prosecutions this year. Florida’s Governor
Ron DeSantis scheduled a record number of executions for that state — 40% of the nationwide total
this year — in secrecy and without explanation.

These decisions contrasted with evidence showing more Americans than ever doubt the effectiveness
and fairness of the death penalty. These two trends appear to be on a collision course; as support for
the death penalty continues to fall, its continued use may become politically unsustainable.

W The Gallup poll shows 52% support and 44% opposition; of those under age 55, a majority oppose the death penalty.
2 There were eight non-unanimous death sentences imposed in the only two states that permit them — Alabama (four) and Florida (four).


https://www.courthousenews.com/america-is-in-the-midst-of-a-historic-drop-in-crime/
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The number of new death sentences in 2025 decreased to 23." Fewer than half of the more
than 50 capital trials that reached the sentencing phase this year resulted in a death sentence.
2025 is the fifth year in a row with fewer than 30 people sentenced to death in a single year
and the eleventh year in a row with fewer than 50 new death sentences, demonstrating the

growing reluctance by juries to impose death.
MAll references to new sentences in this report do not include anyone resentenced who had previously been sentenced to death.

Over half of those sentenced to death in 2025 were persons of color. All identified as men.

Race of Defendants Sentenced to Death in 2025

Latino




States with New Death Sentences in 2025

As in previous years, new death sentences were concentrated in a minority of states.
The 23 new death sentences reached in 2025 were imposed in nine states. Florida and
California each sentenced five individuals to death, Alabama sentenced four individuals to
death. New death sentences were reached in three cases in Texas, two cases each in Arizona
and North Carolina, and one case each in Missouri and Pennsylvania.

Notably, prosecutors today are seeking fewer death sentences today than they did 20 years
ago, for many reasons. Capital trials are lengthy and much more expensive than non-capital
trials. One study out of Colorado found capital cases took four times longer than cases where
life without parole (LWOP) was sought, and studies show that capital cases cost between 2.5
and 5 times more than noncapital cases. This year, no capital cases went to trial in fourteen
states where the death penalty remains an option, and no capital trials were prosecuted
by the federal government. However, in the first year of the Trump Administration, Attorney
General Pam Bondi has authorized federal capital prosecutions in two dozen cases.

Prosecutors pursued death sentences in more than 50 capital cases that went to sentencing
in twelve states — fewer than half the number of states where the death penalty remains
legal. While prosecutors make initial decisions about whether to seek a death sentence, it
is juries that decide sentences. The decades-long decline of new death sentences indicates
growing reluctance by both decision-makers. New research by DPI also finds that when asked
to choose, a majority of juries recommend life sentences over death sentences.


https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/policy/costs/state-studies-on-time-costs
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/policy/costs/summary-of-states-death-penalty
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/policy/costs/summary-of-states-death-penalty

Sentencing Reached in Capital Trials in 2025 in Death Penalty
States

*not including resentencing trials

In total, 31 capital juries in seven states found reasons not to sentence defendants to death. In
the two states where prosecutors most often sought the death penalty, Alabama and Florida,
juries were markedly reluctant to reach a sentence of death. In Alabama only one-fifth (4/20)
of death-qualified juries recommended death sentences. In Florida less than half (6/14)" of
death-qualified juries recommended death sentences.

~One jury recommendation for death in Florida has not been formally imposed by a judge & is therefore not included in the total
number of new death sentences for 2025.

Only 15juries nationwide reached unanimous death verdicts in 2025 — all the more remarkable
given that jurors in capital trials must be ‘death qualified, which excludes anyone categorically
opposed to imposing a death sentence.

For a second year in a row, roughly a third of 2025’s new death sentences were the result
of non-unanimous jury verdicts. Only Florida and Alabama allow non-unanimous death
sentencing. In all four death sentences reached in 2025 in Alabama, and in three out of five
new death sentences imposed in Florida, the jury was unable to unanimously agree on a
sentence. In another Florida case, the defendant waived his right to a jury, and a judge imposed
the death sentence. Florida has the nation’s lowest threshold for death sentences—only eight
out of 12 jurors must agree to impose death. In Alabama, ten out of 12 jurors must agree to
impose death.
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