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Executions in 
the South

• The South is responsible for 81.6% of all executions in the United 
States since 1976, including 561 in Texas alone.



Executions in 
the Midwest

• The Midwest accounts for 12.3% of U.S. executions. Most 
midwestern executions were carried out by Missouri or Ohio.



Executions in 
the West

• The 11 states in the West account for 5.7% of all U.S. executions. No 
state west of Texas has carried out an execution since 2014.  



Executions in 
the 

Northeast

• The Northeast has conducted only four executions since the 1970s, all 
of mentally ill “volunteers” who were permitted to waive their appeals.



The 
Deadliest 

Three States

• More than half of all the executions in the United States since 1976 
have been carried out in just three states—Texas, Virginia, and 
Oklahoma. 



Five States 
Account for 
Almost 2/3 

of U.S. 
Executions

• Five states have carried out 64.8% of all the executions in the United 
States since 1976—Texas, Virginia, Oklahoma, Florida, and Missouri.



A High-
Execution 

Zone

• More executions have been carried out in the contiguous 
states of Texas, Oklahoma, and Missouri than in the rest of 
the United States combined.













The U.S. primarily 
executes people for 
killing white victims.



The U.S. 
Primarily 
Executes 

People for 
Killing White 

Victims

Whatever the prisoner’s race—and disproportionally for 
defendants of color—a death penalty case is more likely 
to end in an execution when the victim is white. 





All Across the U.S., Black Prisoners are Disproportionately Executed
for the Murders of White Victims



And When Whites are Executed, It is Almost Always for Killing Other Whites  







For every 9.1 executions in the United States, one wrongly 
convicted death-row prisoner has been exonerated.







Do executions deter 
murder and make police 

safe?



Do 
executions 

deter 
murder?

• None of the 22 states with the lowest murder rates have 
carried out even ten executions since 1976.



Do 
executions 

make police 
safer?

• Eight of the 9 safest states for law enforcement don’t have the 
death penalty.  The four death-penalty states with the lowest law 
enforcement victimization rate each have executed fewer than one 
prisoner per decade since 1976.



Do 
executions 

make police 
safer?

• Eight of the 9 safest states for law enforcement don’t have the 
death penalty: Vermont, Iowa, Connecticut, Maine, Rhode Island, 
New Jersey, Delaware, and Massachusetts. Wyoming has the death 
penalty, but has no one on death row.



Do 
executions 

make police 
safer?

• The four death-penalty states with the lowest law enforcement 
victimization rate — Wyoming, Oregon, Nebraska, and South Dakota 
— each have executed fewer than one prisoner per decade since 
1976.



Do 
executions 

deter 
murder?

With 1 being the state with the lowest murder rate and 50 being the highest, here is 
where the five states with the most executions since 1976 rank:

1. Texas ranks 35.     2. Virginia ranks 28.     3. Oklahoma ranks 31.
4. Florida ranks 32.     5. Missouri ranks 37. 



Do 
executions 

make police 
safer?

With 1 being the state with the lowest police-victim murder rate and 50 being the 
highest, here is where the five states with the most executions since 1976 rank:     

1. Texas ranks 40.     2. Virginia ranks 27.     3. Oklahoma ranks 28.     
4. Florida ranks 26.     5. Missouri ranks 33. 

















“Volunteers”

• Ten percent of the prisoners put to death in the United States 
since 1976 voluntarily waived appellate review of their cases.





















Race and Executions—
Juvenile Offenders

• 22 juvenile offenders were executed in the 
United States between 1976 and 2005, when 
the U.S. Supreme Court barred the death 
penalty for crimes committed before age 18.

• In 17 of those cases (77.3%), all of the victims 
were white.

• In 12 of those cases (54.5%), the executed 
juvenile offender was black or Latino.

• 8 of the juvenile executions – more than 1/3 –
involved interracial murders. 87.5% of those 
murders involved a single white victim. Only 
black prisoners were executed for interracial 
murders. 



Race and Executions—
Juvenile Offenders

• 10 of the executed juvenile offenders were 
white (45.5%). All were executed for killing 
white victims. Half of those cases had two or 
more victims.

• 11 of the executed juvenile offenders were black 
(50.0%). Only one of the 11 cases had more than 
one victim. Nearly 2/3 of the black juvenile 
offenders who were executed – 7 of 11 – had 
been sentenced to death for killing one white 
victim. 



Disproportionately, executions 
in the U.S. reflect racial 
stereotyping concerning the 
dangerousness of young black 
and Latino men.

Race and Executions—
Vulnerable Defendants


