
EXECUTION PROCEDURES 

FOR 

LETHAL INJECTION 

This manual contains a summary of the most significant events and departmental 
procedures to be followed in the process of carrying out the orders of the Court 
regarding the imposition of death by lethal injection. It contains a detailed listing of 
some of the duties and responsibilities of certain key departmental personnel. In 
addition, the manual covers institutional perimeter security prior to, during, and 
subsequent to an execution. 

It will be used as a guideline for the Warden to assure that operational functions 
are properly . planned with the staff who have designated responsibilities in 
performing a judicially ordered execution by lethal injection. 

SECTION 8 (PERIMETER SECURITY) IS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

AND IS NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE. 

Rev. June 25, 2015 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
LETHAL INJECTION 

IL Introduction 

Commissioner's Statement 5 

II. Definitions 

Definitions 7 
Diagram of Capital Punishment Unit 9 

III. Duties of Management and Administrative Personnel 

Riverbend Maximum Security Institution Personnel 11 
Warden 12 

Associate Warden of Security 13 
Lethal injection Recorder 14 
Death Watch Supervisor 15 
Institutional Chaplain 16 

ITS Security Systems Technicians is 

Physician 18 

IV Team 19 
Facility Maintenance Supervisor i. . 20 

Extraction Team 21 
Escort Officer(s) 22 

Central Office Personnel 23 
Commissioner 24 
Deputy Commissioner of Operations 25 

Assistant Commissioner of Prisons 26 
Director of Communications and Public Relations 27 
Director of Office of Investigation and Compliance 28 
Director of Victim Services . 29 

IV. Selection and Training of Staff 

Execution Team Member Selection Criteria, Lethal Injection 31 

Training of Execution Team Members 32 

Vv. Procurement, Preparation, Introduction of the Lethal Injection 
Chemical, and Procedures of Accountability 

Brief Explanation of the Chemical Used in Lethal Injection 34 

Procurement, Storage, Accountability, and 

Transfer of the Chemical 35 
Lethal Injection Chemical Set-up and Preparation 37 

Ee ——————— 
Rev. June 25, 2016 Page 2 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
LETHAL INJECTION CON’T 

Preparation 

Insertion of a Catheter and Connection of IV Lines 
Chemical Administration and IV Monitoring 

Death Watch Procedures 

Staff Responsibilities and Special Procedures 
Execution Team 

Death Watch Supervisor 
Control Monitor 
Floor Officer Monitor 
Day 1 
Day 2 

Day 8- Execution Day 
Day 8 — Evening Schedule 

Post Execution 

Contingency Issues 

Victim Services 

Victim Services 

Perimeter Security — Confidential —- Not for Public Release 

Perimeter Security Assignments 

Perimeter Aerial Diagram 

Forms 

Notification Letter to Sheriff's Office to Witness Execution of Inmate 
Notification Letter to Inmate’s Family to Witness Execution 
Physician's Inventory Checklist 
IV Team Inventory Checklist 

Chemical Preparation Time Sheet 
Day of Execution — Lethal Injection Execution Recorder Checklist 
Lethal Injection Chemical Administration Record (Red) 

Lethal Injection Chemical Administration Record (Blue) 

News Release 
Affidavit Concerning Method of Execution 
Application for News Media Representative 
Affidavit to Select Defense Counsel Witness to Execution 
Lethal Injection Chemical Bin Card Form 
Form Pharmacist Contract 

Rev. June 25, 20156 



INTRODUCTION

TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT
TMENT OF

RIVERBEND MAXIMUM SECURITY INSTITUTION

Rev. June 25, 2015 Page 4



The Tennessee Department of Correction is responsible for the incarceration of convicted 

felons serving sentences ranging from one year to death. Individuals sentenced to death 
are executed at Riverbend Maximum Security Institution. Upon the exhaustion of an 
inmate's appeals, the execution process shall begin. 

In the capacity as Commissioner, it is my duty by law to oversee the humane and 

constitutional execution of individuals sentenced to death by judicial authority in 

Tennessee. This manual explains the procedures for lethal injection. It will be reviewed 

annually, or as needed by a designated panel. 

AOL fot easaus 
Commissioner 
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DEFINITIONS 

The definitions listed below only pertain to the Lethal Injection Process within this manual. 

Bin Card 

Catheter 

Death Watch 

Death Watch 
Area 

Drip Chamber 

EMT 

Execution Team 

Extension Line 

Extraction Team 

Flash Chamber 

Gurney 

wv 

Lethal Injection 
Room 

LIC 

Pan Tilt Zoom 

Camera (PTZ) 

Solution Set 

Syringe 

A card used to inventory and account for the lethal injection chemical. 

A thin flexible tube that is inserted into a part of the body to inject fluid. 

A period of time immediately prior to an execution during which special 
procedures are implemented in order io ensure that the execulion is carried 
out in a safe and orderly manner. 

An area that includes the inmate’s cell(s), contact and non-contact visitation 
areas, the control room, and the secured monitoring area. 

A hollow device that provides a visual of the drip/flow. 

Emergency Medical Technician 

The Execution Team shall consist of: the Warden, Associate Warden of 

Security, Executioner, Extraction Team, Death Watch Team, IV Team, 

Lethal Injection Recorder, Facility Maintenance, Supervisor, ITS Security 
Systems Technician(s), and Escort Officer(s). 

The clear tubing used to administer fluids. 

Execution Team members who are responsible for the removal, restraint, and 

movement of the inmate during the time of execution. 

A device that precludes blood leakage as a needle is removed from the 
catheter and an IV unit is coupled to the catheter. 

A wheeled stretcher for transporting. 

Intravenous 

A room where the Executioner administers the lethal injection chemical at 
the direction of the Warden. 

Lethal Injection Chemical 

The camera used by the Execution Team in the Lethal Injection Room. The 
camera monitors the condemned inmate's IV site(s). 

Equipment designed to administer an IV. 

A medical instrument used to inject fluids into the body or draw them from it. 

pe — 
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DEFINITIONS - CONT 

Tourniquet A compression device used to cut off the flow of blood to a part of the body, most 

often an arm or leg. It may be a special surgical instrument, a rubber tube, a 

strip of cloth, or any flexible material that can be tightened to exert pressure. 

Note: Whenever the masculine pronoun is used in this manual, it applies 

equally to a female. 
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DUTIES OF MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PERSONNEL 

RIVERBEND MAXIMUM SECURITY INSTITUTION 
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RIVERBEND MAXIMUM SECURITY INSTITUTION 

PERSONNEL 
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WARDEN 

Primary Role 

To ensure that the procedures prescribed by law and as outlined in this operating procedure 

are performed, either by personal performance or by delegation. 

Duties: 

i To ensure that the security of the institution is maintained. 

2. To ensure that condemned inmates sentenced prior to January 1, 1999, are given 

the opportunity to select electrocution or lethal injection as a legal means of 

execution at least 30 days before the execution. 

To explain to the inmate the procedures and activities which will take place during 

Death Watch. 

To control any contact between the condemned inmate and other persons. 

To coordinate the notification of official witnesses of the date and time to be at the 

institution to witness the scheduled execution. 

To coordinate the appointment of execution team staff member(s). 

To select a person to serve as Executioner. 

To set the precise hour and minute of execution, subject to approval of the 

Commissioner and the Department's General Counsel. 

To ensure that the chemical used for lethal injection has been properly acquired, 

stored, and accounted for. 

To arrange for the presence of a physician to carry out functions as set forth on 

page 18. 

To coordinate with the Medical Examiner for disposition of the body. 

To keep the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner of Operations, and Assistant 

Commissioner of Prisons informed of the progress towards and implementation of 

the execution. 

13. To control activation of closed circuit TV to the victim family witness room. 

14. To order the Executioner, either verbally or by gesture, to proceed with execution. 

15. To cause the announcement to significant parties and the public of the fact that 

the sentence of execution has been carried out. 

EE 
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' ASSOCIATE WARDEN OF SECURITY 

Primary Role 
fi 

Assist the Warden in performing execution procedures and substitute for the Warden if he 

is unable to perform his duties. 

Duties: 

To ensure the security of the condemned inmate. 

To supervise preparation of the Death Watch cell area, Execution Chamber, and 

the condemned inmate for execution. 

To coordinate and/or approve, with assistance by assigned security staff, visits and 

phone calls permitted to the condemned inmate. 

To provide the final inspection of restraint devices to ensure the condemned 

inmate is secured on the gurney prior to placing IV catheters in each arm. 

To ensure that any blinds between the witness room and the Execution Chamber 

are closed prior to the witnesses entering and opened after the witnesses are 

seated. 

To supervise the removal of the body from the Execution Chamber. 

To coordinate the release of the condemned inmate's body to the authorized 

recipient or coordinate burial at State expense in the event no one claims the body. 
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LETHAL INJECTION RECORDER 

Primary Role 

Assist the Warden in carrying out his duties. 

Duties: 

L To coordinate and supervise the movement of the Execution Team to and from the 

Execution Chamber, and aid in maintaining the team's anonymity. 

To process applications for the selection of news media representatives to attend 

executions. 

To complete the Lethal Injection and Execution Recorder Checklist. 

I —— — EE 
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DEATH WATCH SUPERVISOR 

Primary Role 

To coordinate all security requirements for the inmate during the Death Watch and to 

supervise all correctional officers assigned any responsibilities for direct supervision of the 

inmate during Death Watch, including preparation of the condemned inmate. 

Duties: 

To prepare a duty schedule for officers assigned this detail. 

2. To review post orders for correctional officers and to become familiar with all 

functions of subordinates. 

3. To ensure that the condemned inmate personally inventories his personal property 

and packs away all items he is not permitted to retain. The Death Watch 

Supervisor, inmate, and one witness will sign the property inventory. The sealed 

property will be retained in storage in the Property Room until removed by the 

inmate's designee. 

4. © To maintain a bound ledger of information related to Death Watch associated 

- activities. This log will contain a record of all visitors, meals served, shaving, 

handling of mail, inmate behavior, movement, communications, etc. 

5. To permit only authorized persons to enter the Death Watch area. The Warden 

will provide a list of authorized personnel. 

6. To maintain a sufficient amount of clothing in the inmate's size in order to provide 

a change of clothing each time the inmate leaves the cell. The Death Watch 

Officers will have custody of the clothing to be stored. 

7. To ensure that cellular phones, cameras, audio, and video equipment are not taken 

into the Death Watch area or the Execution Chamber at any time during Death 

Watch or at the time of execution, unless authorized by the Warden. 

8. To coordinate movement of witnesses entering and exiting witness rooms during 

the execution process. ’ 

9. To activate and deactivate the closed circuit TV and audio speaker systems at the 

prescribed times during the execution process. 

10. To ensure the events pertaining to the execution are documented by the Lethal 

Injection Recorder on the Lethal Injection Execution Recorder Checklist. 

———————————————————— EE ——————— 
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INSTITUTIONAL CHAPLAIN 

Primary Role 

To offer and deliver chaplaincy services to the condemned inmate and the inmate’s family 

as needed. 

Duties: 

1, To ask the inmate to specify in writing the preferred funeral arrangements and the 

preferred recipients of personal property. If a legal will is requested, the Chaplain 

will coordinate with the TDOC Staff Attorney. 

To say a brief prayer of intercession immediately prior to execution. 

To assist in the release of the executed inmate's body to the authorized next-of-kin 
recipient or mortician through the State Medical Examiner. 
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ITS SECURITY SYSTEMS TECHNICIANS 

Primary Role 

To ensure that the closed circuit television and the audio systems between the Execution 

Chamber and witness room(s) are functioning properly at the scheduled time of execution. 

TTT ET 
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PHYSICIAN 

Physician’s Primary Role 

To pronounce death. 

Duties: 

1 To be present at the time of execution in the capital punishment garage. 

2. As an ultimate and last option, the physician may perform a venous 
cut-down 

procedure should the IV Team be unable to find a vein adequate to insert the 

catheter. 

To examine the body for vital signs five minutes after the LIC has been injected. 

To notify the Warden if the inmate is not legally dead. 

To pronounce death if no vital signs are detected. 
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