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A Communication From The Chie
f Legal Officets Of The Following

 States 

Alabaria * Colorado * Delawase * Fl
orida ¥ Idaho * Mississippl * Missouri

 # Nevada * Qregon 

¥ Tennessue * Utah * Washington * Wyot
ing 

January 25, 2011 

Attorney Gerieral Eric Holder 

Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20530 

Dear Attorney General Holder: 

The majority of jurisdictions in the Unit
ed States that include the death popalty 

as an 

authorized punishment in certain 6asss, i
ncluding the Federsl Governient, provid

e for lethal 

injection as the pregeribed method o
f execution. In a majority of those ca

pital-ctime 

jurisdictions, again including the Federal G
overment, it is the only prescribed metho

d of 

execution, We, the Attomeys General o
f the States Hered below, seek your assis

tance in 

resolving An issue conCAIINgG the pro
curement of one of the presotibed med

ications used in 

fethal njeetion protocols. 
: 

* The protocol used by most of the juriadie
tions employing lethal injection includes 

the 

drug sodium thiepental, an ulta-short-acting
 barbiturate, Sodium thiopental is in very sho

tl 

supply worldwide and, for various re
asons, essentially unavailable on the 

open tarket. For 

thase jurisdictions that have the drag ava
ilable, their suppties are very small - me

asured in a 

handful of doges. The result is that pany jurisdiotions shortly w
ill be unable to perform 

executions in cases where appeals ha
ve bes exhausted and Governors ha

ve signed death 

warrants. 

Therefore, we solicit your assistance in e
ither identifying an appropriate sourea fo

r 

"podium thiopental or making suppl
ies held by the Federal Government a

vailable to the States. 

We also request af OpPOTLLNICY 10 disc
uss this important matter with you, 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincarety, 

John Kroger 
Tuther Strange 

Oregon Attomay Gererol 
Alabama Aftorney General 
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Ov See 
John Suthers 

Colorado Attomey General 

Phd ) fm 
Par Bondi 
Florida Atiornsy General 

iS 

Yim Hood 
Mississippi Attorney General 

(fou 
Catherine Cortez Masto 

Nevada Attorney General 

ps 

i 

Mark Shurtleff 

Uteh Attorney General 

Bruce Salzburg 
‘Wyoming Attorney General 
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7 fd & Bodh, 
Joseph Biden II 

Delawats Attomey General 

Lawtence Wasden 
Idsha Attorney General 

Ce dul 
Chris Koster 
Missouri Attorney General 

Robert Cooper 

Tennsstos Atiomey General 

Rol, Keim 
Rob McKenna 
Washington Attorney General 

wold ogi 1192-209-834 


