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Having failed to kill Smith on 
its first attempt, Alabama has 
selected him as its ​‘guinea pig’ 
to test a method of execution 
never attempted before. The 
world is watching… With deep 
sadness, but commitment to 

the Eighth Amendment’s protection against cruel 
and unusual punishment, I respectfully dissent.

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SONIA 
SOTOMAYOR,DISSENTING KENNETH SMITH’S EXECU­
TION THROUGH NITROGEN HYPOXIA

For there to be healing, there has to be mercy. Killing 
Jeremiah [Manning] will not bring us any closure. It 
will not heal the wounds that were created. Rather, 
that action by the state will result in more harm and 
more pain and more suffering and not just for my 
family but for his family, which is something that 
people forget about.

BRETT MALONE, TALKING ABOUT JEREMIAH MANNING WHO 
WAS CONVICTED FOR THE MURDER OF BRETT’S MOTHER 
AND IS CURRENTLY ON LOUISIANA’S DEATH ROW

So, I saw all of 
those problems 
while I was on 
the court and 
I became con­
vinced that the 
risk of executing 
an innocent per­
son is just too high and that too many pros­
ecutors and judges are overly focused on 
making the crimes or the convictions for 
the crimes final. They’re more interested 
in finality than they are in the accuracy of 
the conviction or the sentence.

ELSA ALCALA, RETIRED JUDGE FROM THE 
TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS, ON 
DISCUSSIONS WITH DPI

Marcellus Williams should be alive today. There were 
multiple points in the timeline when decisions could 
have been made that would have spared him the 
death penalty. If there is even the shadow of a doubt 
of innocence, the death penalty should never be an 
option. This outcome did not 
serve the interests of justice.

ST. LOUIS COUNTY 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
WESLEY BELL, IN A 
STATEMENT AFTER MARCELLUS 
WILLIAMS’ EXECUTION

I will be forever haunted by my partici­
pation in his [Robert Roberson’s] arrest 
and prosecution… He is an innocent man.

BRIAN WHARTON, LEAD DETECTIVE IN 
ROBERT ROBERSON’S CASE, DISCUSSING HIS 
CHANGE OF OPINION ON ROBERSON’S GUILT

I think morally, I feel obligated…  Anyone 
who says they’re pro-life should feel a 
little conflicted on this topic — because 
if you’re pro-life then I think you’ve got 
to look at it and say you’re that way from 
the beginning to the very end. And I don’t 
think that the government should have 
a monopoly on violence.

MISSOURI 
REPRESENTATIVE 
CHAD PERKINS (R), 
DISCUSSING THE 
LEGISLATION HE FILED 
TO ABOLISH THE DEATH 
PENALTY IN MISSOURI
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The capital punishment 
system in Oklahoma is 
broken. It does not work 
as it should. From start to 
finish, it is so badly bro­
ken that we cannot know 
whether someone who has 

been condemned to death is actually deserving 
of the ultimate penalty.
ANDY LESTER, FORMER U.S. JUDGE AND CO-
CHAIR OF THE OKLAHOMA DEATH PENALTY REVIEW 
COMMISSION, IN AN ARTICLE HE WROTE ABOUT 
THE COMMISSION’S FINDINGS AS THEY RELATE TO 
EMMANUEL LITTLEJOHN’S CLEMENCY REVIEW

Regardless of our individual positions on the death 
penalty, I think we can all agree that putting a 
potentially innocent man to death for a crime 
that may not have occurred would be a grave 
miscarriage of justice.

LACEY HULL (R), TEXAS REPRESENTATIVE AND 
COVICE CHAIR OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM 
CAUCUS DISCUSSING ROBERT ROBERSON’S CASE

If he [Richard Glossip] is executed, I believe that 
it will be a travesty of justice.

OKLAHOMA ATTORNEY GENERAL GENTNER DRUMMOND, DIS­
CUSSING RICHARD GLOSSIP IN AN INTERVIEW

The trend is beyond dispute…  An increasing num­
ber of conservative Republican state lawmakers 
nationwide are taking the lead because they believe 
in limited government, they demand fiscal respon­
sibility and most importantly, they value life.

DEMETRIUS MINOR, NATIONAL MANAGER FOR 
CONSERVATIVES CONCERNED ABOUT THE DEATH 
PENALTY, DISCUSSING REPUBLICAN SUPPORT FOR 
DEATH PENALTY ABOLITION

[C]ourts must be careful 
to safeguard the rights 
that our Constitution 
protects, even when (and 
perhaps especially when) 
evaluating errors made in 
cases stemming from a terrible crime.

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE KETANJI BROWN 
JACKSON, DISSENTING FROM DENIAL OF 
CERT IN MICHAELS V. DAVIS 

Times have changed, my own thinking 
has changed… if it were on my plate 
today, I would probably act differently.

ROBERT GEVERS, PROSECUTOR WHO TRIED 
JOSEPH CORCORAN IN 1999
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