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June 28, 2022 

Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles 
Clemency Section 
8610 Shoal Creek Boulevard 
Austin, Texas 78757 
 
To the Members and Chairman of the Board and Governor 
Abbott: 
 

In compliance with Tex. Gov. Code §143.57(c), we submit the 
following supplemental materials in support of the “Petition for 
Commutation of Death Sentence to Lesser Penalty, or, in the Alternative, 
a 180-Day Reprieve, and Request for an Interview and Hearing on the 
Matter” (“Clemency Petition”) filed on behalf of Ramiro Felix Gonzales 
on June 21 and accepted by the Board on June 22, 2022: 

 
1. Fellow death row inmate Howard Guidry’s Plea for 

Commutation of Ramiro’s Sentence posted by Death Row Soul 
Collective; and,  
  

2. Letter in support of clemency from Thomas “Bart” Whitaker, 
recipient of executive clemency from Governor Abbott. 

 
Mr. Gonzales is scheduled to be executed on July 13, 2022. 
 
The Clemency Petition urges several grounds for commutation of 

Mr. Gonzales’s death sentence to a lesser penalty, including  
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Ramiro has conclusively refuted the erroneous and misleading 
prediction at trial that he would present a danger to others, even if 
incarcerated for the rest  of his life, as numerous TDCJ death row 
guards and even the State’s own mental health expert at trial have 
acknowledged; 
 
and,       

      
Ramiro has earnestly and wholeheartedly demonstrated and 
expressed remorse for his crimes and has endeavored to atone for 
them. 
 
In support of these grounds, counsel submits as Supplemental 

Exhibit 1 the words of fellow death row inmate Howard Guidry, shared 
on March 24, 2021 in advance of a previously-scheduled execution date. 
Mr. Guidry’s commentary on who Ramiro is as a person and his impact 
on those around him echo the numerous supporters and others who have 
known Ramiro. Mr. Guidry, who has known Ramiro for many years, 
describes his friend as “an outstanding sketch artist.” An artist himself, 
Mr. Guidry writes: 

 
Since the day we met, learning from each other has been at the core 
of our friendship. It is undeniable that his critique and 
encouragement over the years has helped me become a better artist. 
I'd like to think I've done the same for him. 
 
I do not know who Ramiro was before I met him. But from the time 
we met until today I've witnessed him transform into a caring and 
purpose driven individual. If what he is accused of is true, then I 
am terribly sorry for the pain endured by those of you who lost a 
love [sic] one.  
 
… 
 
Why then should we spare Ramiro's life? … What qualification to 
live does Ramiro meet? 
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I can only speak to one. Redemption. In a civilized Christian society, 
is there no greater virtue than redemption? Ramiro has honed 
himself into a better man. A different man. He grew up in this 
godforsaken prison. The fact that he has not allowed prison to make 
a monstrosity of him is a testament of who he is. He has redeemed 
himself. I humbly ask that you allow him to live. He is an artist and 
a Christian. His life is far more valuable to the betterment of this 
world than his death. 

 
Supplemental Exhibit 1 (Howard Guidry’s Plea for Ramiro posted by 
Death Row Soul Collective).  
 

These words were just recently brought to the attention of counsel 
and are offered to supplement the Clemency Petition. 
 

Supplemental Exhibit 2 is a letter in support of clemency by 
Thomas “Bart” Whitaker, who received a grant of executive clemency 
from Governor Abbott on February 22, 2018. Mr. Whitaker was 
sentenced to death for orchestrating the murders of his mother and 
brother and attempted murder of his father. Following the unanimous 
recommendation of the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles, Governor 
Abbott commuted Bart Whitaker’s death sentence to life without parole 
mere minutes before the scheduled execution.  

 
Mr. Whitaker attests to Mr. Gonzales’s kindness and generosity 

towards others, even when Mr. Gonzales had little materials or food of 
his own:  

 
when he chose to give what little he had to others, this was an 
expression of both his Christian faith and his personal code.  
He was, in effect, saying that well-being of others around him 
was more important to him than the personal unpleasantness 
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he was going to feel from not being able to enjoy these items 
himself.  It’s easy to be generous when one’s cupboard is full.  
It’s an entirely different thing when one’s gift to another 
guarantees one will go hungry at some point.  This seems as 
good a definition of love as I’ve come across. 
 

Supplemental Exhibit 2 (Letter from Thomas Bartlett Whitaker).  
 
 In addition to confirming the sincerity of Mr. Gonzales’s faith, 
kindness towards others, and efforts to redeem himself, Mr. Whitaker 
explains that Mr. Gonzales would make a positive contribution in general 
population: 
 

I have now spent more than four years in prison since my 
commutation . . . . I have not lived in a single section in those 
four years where Ramiro would not immediately be 
considered one of the best-behaved and inherently decent 
inmates upon his arrival.  If given the opportunity to continue 
his personal journey, I have no doubt that he would be of 
benefit to his fellow inmates, the officers that would supervise 
him, and the administration itself. 
 

Id. 
  

Mr. Gonzales prays for a commutation to a lesser penalty. Texas 
law provides life without parole as the only available alternative to a 
death sentence for capital offenses committed after September 1, 2005. 
Mr. Gonzales was tried and sentenced in September 2006 but, because 
the murder of Bridget Townsend took place on January 15, 2001, the only 
sentencing options available to Mr. Gonzales’s jury were life as it was in 
2001 (with the possibility of parole after 40 years) or death.  
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The record in Mr. Gonzales’s case confirms that the jury may have 
considered imprisonment for the remainder of his natural life sufficient 
punishment for Mr. Gonzales’s crimes. During penalty phase 
deliberations, the jury inquired whether Mr. Gonzales—who was still 
only 23 years old at trial—would serve his prior terms of life 
consecutively or concurrently to any punishment imposed in this case. 
The judge could not provide the jury this information but commented on 
the record that it was “[o]bvious” that the jury was considering a life 
sentence; “otherwise, why would they care?”1 Though life without parole 
was the law of the land at the time of trial, the jury that sentenced Mr. 
Gonzales had no alternative to death than a parole-eligible life sentence. 
This Board and the Governor may commute to a lesser penalty, including 
life without parole.  

 
We strongly urge the Board to recommend, and the Governor to 

grant, clemency in this case and commute Mr. Gonzales’s death sentence 
to a lesser penalty. 

 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Raoul Schonemann 
Thea Posel 
Attorneys for Ramiro Felix Gonzales 

 

 
1 This comment by the judge is found in volume 43 of the trial record, on page 75. 



 
 
 
 
 
Supplemental Exhibit 1  
 
Howard Guidry’s Plea for 
Ramiro posted by Death 
Row Soul Collective  
 



The Death Row Soul Collective 
March 24, 2021 · 0 

Howards speaks ... 

••• 

Ramiro and I met many years ago through our shared passion for art. In prison, when an artist 
encounters another artist there is an immediate kinsh ip. Ramiro is an outstanding sketch art ist, 
who, like me is self-taught. Since the day we met, learning from each other has been at the core 
of our friendship. It is undeniable that his critique and encouragement over the years has helped 
me become a better artist. I'd like to th ink I've done the same for him. 
I do not know who Ramiro was before I met him. But from the time we met until today I've 
witnessed him transform into a caring and purpose driven individual. If what he is accused of is 
true, then I am terribly sorry for the pain endured by those of you who lost a love one. Years alone 
do not heal wounds of the heart. 
Why then should we spare Ramiro's life? Innocent men are spared. Men with abusive chi ldhood 
are reprieved. A kid, one year younger than Ramiro at the time of his crime, is not eligible for the 
death penalty. What qualification to live does Ramiro meet? 
I can only speak to one. Redemption. In a civi lized Christian society, is there no greater virtue than 
redemption? Ramiro has honed himself into a better man. A different man. He grew up in this 
godforsaken prison. The fact that he has not allowed prison to make a monstrosity of him is a 
testament of who he is. He has redeemed himself. I humbly ask that you allow him to live. He is 
an artist and a Christian. His life is far more valuable to the betterment of this world than his 
death. 

#EndTheDeathPenalty 
#SaveRamiroGonzales 

*Ramiro Gonzales is scheduled to be executed by the state of Texas on April 20, 2021. 
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Letter from 
Thomas Bartlett Whitaker 
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