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THE DEATH PENALTY IN 2018: YEAR END REPORT
Media Coverage Highlights

The Death Penalty Information Center’s 2018 Year End Report was released on December 14,
2018 and received extensive coverage in hundreds of print, online, television, and radio news
outlets across the United States and around the world.

Coverage highlighted that 2018 marked the fourth consecutive year with fewer than 30
executions and 50 death sentences and that fewer death-row prisoners now faced active death
sentences than at any time in more than a quarter century. Many media outlets reported that,
for the first time since Furman v. Georgia, no county imposed more than two death sentences.
The report also emphasized that even as the number of death sentences and executions had
dramatically fallen since the 1990s, that decline had not reduced the death penalty’s
discriminatory and arbitrary nature when it was applied. The report noted that rather than
reserving executions and death sentences for the worst of the worst crimes and offenders,
capital punishment was instead disproportionately meted out in 2018 in cases involving the
most vulnerable defendants and prisoners and the least reliable judicial process.

The overwhelming majority of news stories reported that the developments in 2018
represented a continuation of the long-term decline of capital punishment in the United States.

A Washington Post editorial was titled “Death sentences are in decline. It’s time to do away
with them entirely.” A New York Times article led off with: “This year, for the first time in the
modern history of the death penalty, no single county in the United States imposed more than
two death sentences.” A Los Angeles Times story covering the report was on the front page and
accompanied by a strong editorial titled “Capital punishment is a national disgrace. The practice
is fading, but not fast enough.”

DPIC Executive Director Robert Dunham was featured on NPR’s Here and Now, Sirius XM’s
POTUS, Hill TV’s Rising, and CBS News with Gary Nunn. He also offered extensive interviews to
reporters working locally.

A selection of coverage follows. Click on the headline to access each source.

* Stories that included an interview with Robert
** Stories that quoted Robert’s statement from the press release


https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/documents/2018YrEnd.pdf

PRINT & ONLINE MEDIA COVERAGE

TOP TIER PRINT & ONLINE MEDIA (in alphabetical order)

SOURCE TITLE DATE

Associated Death row executions remain near historic lows in 2018 * Dec. 14

Press

Above story carried by numerous media outlets including the New York Times, Time, and US

News & World Report

Associated Use of death penalty continues to decline in Texas Dec. 14

Press

Bloomberg Death Row Count at 25-Year-Low as Capital Punishment Erodes * | Dec. 14

Law

Daily Beast Death Penalty Hit Near-Historic Low in 2018: Report Dec. 14

The Guardian | Capital punishment in the US continues decline despite slight rise | Dec. 14
in 2018 *

Los Angeles Death sentences plummet across California. Riverside County, Dec. 13

Times which led the U.S. in 2017, has had zero this year

Mother Jones | The Death Penalty May Be on the Decline, But It’s Still Really Dec. 14
Racist * %

New York After Decades, a Death Sentence Depends (a Little) Less on Dec. 14

Times Where You Live *

NPR Florida Executes Inmate As Report Cites 'Continuing Erosion' Of Dec. 14
Death Penalty *

Reuters Number of U.S. Inmates on Death Row at 25-Year Low: Report * Dec. 14

Above story carried by numerous media outlets including the New York Times and Yahoo!
News, as well as foreign press

Telemundo La pena de muerte cada vez se aplica menos: sélo hay Dec. 17
ejecuciones en estos ocho estados (The death penalty is
increasingly applied less: there are only executions in these eight
states)

USA Today Death penalty sentences, executions remained at near-record Dec. 14
lows in 2018 *

Vox 2018 was the 4th year in a row with fewer than 30 executions Dec. 14
nationwide

EDITORIALS & OP-EDS
SOURCE TITLE DATE
American Support for death penalty declining Jan. 3

Press (LA)



https://www.apnews.com/68b0dd3c252940a69729cf9480610988
https://apnews.com/5d25ee9be58e4d0fbffbfae3568c5e31
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/death-row-count-at-25-year-low-as-capital-punishment-erodes-2
https://www.thedailybeast.com/death-penalty-hit-near-historic-low-in-2018-report
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/13/capital-punishment-us-continues-decline
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/13/capital-punishment-us-continues-decline
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-death-penalty-cases-california-20181213-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-death-penalty-cases-california-20181213-story.html
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2018/12/the-death-penalty-may-be-on-the-decline-but-its-still-really-racist/
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2018/12/the-death-penalty-may-be-on-the-decline-but-its-still-really-racist/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/14/us/death-penalty-states.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/14/us/death-penalty-states.html
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/14/676422181/florida-executes-inmate-as-report-cites-continuing-erosion-of-death-penalty
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/14/676422181/florida-executes-inmate-as-report-cites-continuing-erosion-of-death-penalty
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2018/12/14/us/14reuters-usa-execution.html
https://www.telemundo.com/noticias/2018/12/17/la-pena-de-muerte-cada-vez-se-aplica-menos-solo-hay-ejecuciones-en-estos-ocho
https://www.telemundo.com/noticias/2018/12/17/la-pena-de-muerte-cada-vez-se-aplica-menos-solo-hay-ejecuciones-en-estos-ocho
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/12/14/death-penalty-life-support-sentences-executions-near-record-lows/2303933002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/12/14/death-penalty-life-support-sentences-executions-near-record-lows/2303933002/
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/12/14/18140723/death-penalty-executions-2018
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/12/14/18140723/death-penalty-executions-2018
https://www.americanpress.com/opinion/editorials/support-for-death-penalty-declining/article_c6643354-5e0f-524d-af3a-f475f8d2f492.html

SOURCE TITLE DATE
The Anniston | The slow death of the death penalty in the U.S. Dec. 15
Star (AL)
Los Angeles Capital punishment is a national disgrace. The practice is fading, Dec. 14
Times but not fast enough
Los Angeles Who does America execute? A lot of people with mental illness Dec. 14
Times and brain traumas
Washington Death sentences are in decline. It’s time to do away with them Dec. 31
Post entirely.

SPECIALTY COVERAGE
SOURCE TITLE DATE
ABA Journal Death sentences, executions stay low for fourth straight year, Dec. 17

report says

Catholic News | Catechism revision adds impetus in death penalty abolition fight | Dec. 14
Service *
Courthouse Report Finds Waning Support for Death Penalty * Dec. 14
News Service
The Crime Death Penalty Use At ‘Historic Lows’ Dec. 14
Report
Crux Even without a ban, death penalty is fading in the United States Dec. 17
United Press U.S. executed 25 people in 2018, continuing overall decline Dec. 14
International
Newser US Executed 25 people in 2018 Dec. 14



https://www.annistonstar.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-the-slow-death-of-the-death-penalty-in-the/article_20b4dba4-007e-11e9-9af1-535082cafdd0.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-death-penalty-california-20181214-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-death-penalty-california-20181214-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/la-ol-2-enter-the-fray-take-a-closer-look-at-who-we-execute-1544801420-htmlstory.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/la-ol-2-enter-the-fray-take-a-closer-look-at-who-we-execute-1544801420-htmlstory.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/25-inmates-were-executed-in-2018-the-number-should-have-been-zero/2018/12/31/dbe38b18-0d27-11e9-8938-5898adc28fa2_story.html?utm_term=.b42ff135b790
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/25-inmates-were-executed-in-2018-the-number-should-have-been-zero/2018/12/31/dbe38b18-0d27-11e9-8938-5898adc28fa2_story.html?utm_term=.b42ff135b790
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/death_sentences_executions_stay_low_for_fourth_straight_year_report_says
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/death_sentences_executions_stay_low_for_fourth_straight_year_report_says
https://cnstopstories.com/2018/12/14/catechism-revision-adds-impetus-in-death-penalty-abolition-fight/
https://www.courthousenews.com/continued-decline-shows-cultural-change-against-death-penalty/
https://thecrimereport.org/2018/12/14/death-penalty-use-at-historic-lows-study/
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2018/12/17/even-without-a-ban-death-penalty-is-fading-in-the-united-states/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2018/12/14/US-executed-25-people-in-2018-continuing-overall-decline/3281544741977/
http://www.newser.com/story/268587/us-executions-were-near-historic-lows-in-2018.html

LOCAL COVERAGE

SOURCE TITLE DATE

The Advocate Death sentences drastically decline; report says there was 'a sea | Dec. 30

(LA) change in public opinion'

Birmingham Research group releases report on death penalty, cites Alabama | Dec. 14

News cases

Cleburn Times- | Texas carries out the most executions ** Dec. 19

Review (TX)

Dallas Morning | Texas again leads U.S. in executions in 2018, and Dallas was top | Dec. 15

News county, with 4

Fort Worth Men of color in Tarrant County and Texas account for most Dec. 14

Star-Telegram executions, per report

(TX)

KVUE (ABC New Report: Texas executed more inmates than any other state | Dec. 14

Affiliate in TX) in 2018

Penn Live Death penalty in decline nationwide, new report shows | Friday | Dec. 14
Morning Coffee **

Reading Eagle Death penalty sentences, executions wane in U.S. * Dec. 16

(PA)

Richmond Death sentences and executions continue falling across Virginia | Dec. 14

Times-Dispatch | and U.S. *

The Tennessean | Death penalty in US is near historic low even as Tennessee Dec. 13
executes 3 this year *

The Texas Texas sees uptick in executions, death sentences in 2018 Dec. 13

Tribune

Tulsa World Oklahoma goes another year without an execution while the Dec. 30

(OK) U.S. sees continued historic lows in use of the death penalty *

INTERNATIONAL COVERAGE

SOURCE TITLE DATE

20 Minutes Malgré Trump, la peine de mort décline aux USA Dec. 14

Agence France- | Lethal injection: The last execution of the year Dec. 14

Presse

Aletia Espaiiol Disminuyen las penas de muerte en Estados Unidos Jan.3

Daily Mail The American justice system executed 25 people in 2018 — Jan. 2

(United marking a major overall decline in capital punishment since the

Kingdom) late 1990s

El Financiero Disminuye aplicacion de la pena de muerte en Estados Unidos Dec. 14

NTR Zacatecas EUA realizé 25 ejecuciones de reos en 2018 Dec. 14

(Mexico)



https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/crime_police/article_d0730a36-0af4-11e9-bbbe-5f2d3f7e6d7a.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/crime_police/article_d0730a36-0af4-11e9-bbbe-5f2d3f7e6d7a.html
https://www.al.com/news/birmingham/2018/12/research-group-releases-report-on-death-penalty-cites-alabama-cases.html
https://www.al.com/news/birmingham/2018/12/research-group-releases-report-on-death-penalty-cites-alabama-cases.html
https://www.cleburnetimesreview.com/news/texas-carries-out-the-most-executions/article_3d09f212-0317-11e9-b7f1-9f594fb34179.html
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/courts/2018/12/15/texas-again-tops-us-executions-dallas-led-2018-4-killers-put-death
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/courts/2018/12/15/texas-again-tops-us-executions-dallas-led-2018-4-killers-put-death
https://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/crime/article223062040.html
https://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/crime/article223062040.html
https://www.kvue.com/article/news/local/new-report-texas-executed-more-inmates-than-any-other-state-in-2018/269-623581839
https://www.kvue.com/article/news/local/new-report-texas-executed-more-inmates-than-any-other-state-in-2018/269-623581839
https://www.pennlive.com/capitol-notebook/2018/12/death-penalty-in-decline-nationwide-new-report-shows-friday-morning-coffee.html
https://www.pennlive.com/capitol-notebook/2018/12/death-penalty-in-decline-nationwide-new-report-shows-friday-morning-coffee.html
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/death-penalty-sentences-executions-wane-in-us
https://www.richmond.com/news/local/crime/death-sentences-and-executions-continue-falling-across-virginia-and-u/article_ac1b51bf-d2ef-59b5-a53d-833b68707a4a.html
https://www.richmond.com/news/local/crime/death-sentences-and-executions-continue-falling-across-virginia-and-u/article_ac1b51bf-d2ef-59b5-a53d-833b68707a4a.html
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/crime/2018/12/14/death-penalty-us-report-historic-low-tennessee-executions/2303224002/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/crime/2018/12/14/death-penalty-us-report-historic-low-tennessee-executions/2303224002/
https://www.texastribune.org/2018/12/13/texas-executed-more-people-any-other-state-2018/
https://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/oklahoma-goes-another-year-without-an-execution-while-the-u/article_b5559c60-36f8-5d4c-80e3-d5b5adeb759c.html
https://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/oklahoma-goes-another-year-without-an-execution-while-the-u/article_b5559c60-36f8-5d4c-80e3-d5b5adeb759c.html
https://www.20min.ch/ro/news/monde/story/Malgre-Trump--la-peine-de-mort-decline-aux-USA-10287059
https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1491243/lethal-injection-execution
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6549269/American-justice-executed-25-people-2018-decline-capital-punishment-late-1990s.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6549269/American-justice-executed-25-people-2018-decline-capital-punishment-late-1990s.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6549269/American-justice-executed-25-people-2018-decline-capital-punishment-late-1990s.html
http://elfinanciero.com.mx/mundo/disminuye-aplicacion-de-la-pena-de-muerte-en-estados-unidos
http://ntrzacatecas.com/2018/12/16/eua-realizo-25-ejecuciones-de-reos-en-2018/

SOURCE TITLE DATE
Republica (Italy) | Pena di morte, |a risoluzione sulla moratoria delle esecuzioni Dec. 22
approvata con un numero record di voti all'ONU
Times Now Despite Donald Trump’s appeals, executions declining in the US | Dec. 14
News (India)
TELEVISION & RADIO
NATIONAL TELEVISION & RADIO OUTLETS
SOURCE TITLE DATE
CBS News Death Row Executions Near Historic Lows, With Gary Nunn * Dec. 14
Above story carried by numerous CBS radio outlets
Hill TV Why death penalty sentences are on the decline, The Hill Rising Dec. 14
with Krystal Ball & Buck Sexton *
NPR Capital Punishment's Long-Term Decline Continued In 2018, Dec. 14
Report Finds, Here & Now with Peter O’'Dowd *
NPR NPR News, with Dave Mattingly Dec. 14
Above story carried by numerous NPR radio outlets
Sirius XM The Morning Briefing, with Tim Farley * Dec. 14
“POTUS”
WHYY NPR Prosecutors driving dip in Pa. death sentences, not moratorium, | Dec.17
with Bobby Allen *
Above story carried by NPR outlets across Pennsylvania
Local Radio Outlets
SOURCE DATE
KCBX-AM (San Francisco, CA) Dec. 14
KNX-AM (Los Angeles, CA) * Dec. 14
News/Talk 92.3 KTAR (Phoenix, AZ) Dec. 14
WBAP-AM (Dallas, TX) Dec. 16
WBEZ-FM (Chicago, IL) Dec. 14
Local Television Outlets
SOURCE DATE
KVUE-AUS (ABC), KVUE News @ 6 (Austin, TX) Dec. 14
KVUE-AUS (ABC), KVUE News Nightbeat (Austin, TX) Dec. 15
KQFX (FOX)/KMIZ (ABC), ABC17 News This Morning (Columbia, MO) Dec. 14
KUTV-SLC (CBS) (Salt Lake City, UT) Dec. 14
THE NOW (Bakersfield, CA; Buffalo, NY; Green Bay, WI; Indianapolis, IN; Kansas Dec. 14
City, KC; Phoenix, AZ)
WDSU-NO (NBC), WDSU News This Morning (New Orleans, LA) Dec. 14



https://www.timesnownews.com/international/article/despite-donald-trumps-appeals-executions-declining-in-the-us/331017
https://www.wcbi.com/death-row-executions-near-historic-lows/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/421396-why-death-penalty-sentences-are-on-the-decline
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2018/12/14/capital-punishment-decline-2018-report
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2018/12/14/capital-punishment-decline-2018-report
http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=d21642dc-cf34-4fc3-a44c-60ef45b2ada1
http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=6305d714-ea7f-45a6-9163-572336a82861

SOURCE DATE

WFAA-DAL (ABC), News 8 at 6 (Dallas, TX) Dec. 14

WGXA (FOX), WGXA Morning News (Macon, GA) Dec. 14

WTSP-TB (CBS), 10 News Brightside (Tampa Bay, FL) Dec. 14

WTNZ (FOX), FOX 43 News at 6:30 (Knoxville, TN) Dec. 14

PUBLIC INTEREST WEBSITES

SOURCE TITLE DATE

ACLU.blog The Death Penalty in 2018: A Punishment on the Dec. 14
Decline.

Conservatives The Death Penalty in 2018: Year End Report Dec. 27

Concerned About the

Death Penalty

Death Penalty Focus Fewer than 30 executions and 50 death sentences for Dec. 14

Blog fourth yearin a row in U.S.

Equal Justice Initiative | Long-Term Decline of Death Penalty in the U.S. Dec. 26
Continued in 2018

Marshall Project The Marshall Project, Opening Statement, Report of Dec. 14
the Day

National Coalition to NCADP Statement on DPIC 2018 Year-End Report Dec. 14

Abolish the Death

Penalty Blog

Texas Coalition to National death penalty developments in 2018 Dec. 21

Abolish the Death

Penalty

Witness to Innocence Death Penalty Information Center Releases 2018 Year Dec.

End Report

(undated)



https://www.aclu.org/blog/capital-punishment/innocence-and-death-penalty/death-penalty-2018-punishment-decline
https://www.aclu.org/blog/capital-punishment/innocence-and-death-penalty/death-penalty-2018-punishment-decline
https://conservativesconcerned.org/the-death-penalty-in-2018-year-end-report/
https://deathpenalty.org/blog/the-focus/fewer-30-executions-50-death-sentences-fourth-year-row-u-s/
https://deathpenalty.org/blog/the-focus/fewer-30-executions-50-death-sentences-fourth-year-row-u-s/
https://eji.org/news/long-term-death-penalty-decline-continued-in-2018
https://eji.org/news/long-term-death-penalty-decline-continued-in-2018
http://www.ncadp.org/blog/entry/ncadp-statement-on-dpic-2018-year-end-report
https://tcadp.org/2018/12/21/national-death-penalty-developments-in-2018/
https://www.witnesstoinnocence.org/single-post/2018/12/14/Death-Penalty-Information-Center-Releases-2018-Year-End-Report
https://www.witnesstoinnocence.org/single-post/2018/12/14/Death-Penalty-Information-Center-Releases-2018-Year-End-Report

